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ABOUT GACC
The Ghana Anti-Corruption Coalition (GACC) is a unique cross-sectoral grouping of public, private
and civil society organizations (CSOs) with a focus on promoting good governance and fighting
corruption in Ghana. GACC was registered on March 13, 2001 under Ghana’s Companies Code.
VISION
A Ghana that is free from corruption where honesty, transparency, accountability, integrity and
inclusion are upheld, thereby, helping to improve the standard of living of the people.
MISSION
To promote anti-corruption and good governance initiatives in Ghana through capacity-building,
research and advocacy interventions by engaging coalition members and other key stakeholders
operating at the regional, national and international levels.
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LIST OF ACRONYMS

ADISS

Accountable Democratic Institutions and Systems Strengthening

AFRODAD

African Forum and Network on Debt and Development

ARIC

Audit Report Implementation Committee

CBO

Community-based Organisation

CHRAJ

Commission for Human Rights and Administrative Justice

CSO

Civil Society Organisation

DA

District Assembly

IMF

International Monitory Fund

IEA

Institute of Economic Affairs

LANets

Local Accountability Networks

LOGNet

Local Governance Network

LOGODEP

Local Governance Decentralization Programme

MLGRD

Ministry of Local Government and Rural Development

MP

Members of Parliament

MMDCE

Metropolitan, Municipal, District Chief Executive

MMDA

Metropolitan, Municipal and Districts Assemblies

NACAP

National Anti-Corruption Action Plan

NGND

Northern Ghana Network for Development

OSIWA

Open Society Initiative for West Africa

PPA

Public Procurement Authority

RMT

Resource Mobilisation Team

STAR-Ghana

Strengthening Transparency, Accountability and Responsiveness

UNCAC

United Nations Convention Against Corruption

USAID

United States Agency for International Development

WACSI

West Africa Civil Society Institute
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INTRODUCTION

1.1. Remark by GACC Chair
Nana Osei-Bonsu

Distinguished Shareholders, on behalf of the Board of Directors and Management of the Ghana
Anti-Corruption Coalition, I present to you the 15th Annual report of our organisation.
The year 2015 recorded quite a number of corruption cases. The popular report by ace
investigative journalist, Anas Aremeyaw Anas from the undercover film, titled “Ghana in the
Eyes of God” exposed deep-rooted corruption within the country’s judiciary. The film exposed
dozens of judges and other staff of the judicial services receiving bribes to pervert justice. The
exposé, which shocked the country, is the biggest corruption scandal to have hit the country’s
judiciary. It is in light of this that the Ghana Anti-Corruption Coalition took up joint
responsibility to raise awareness about the need for probing and accountability.
The Secretariat participated in strategic programmes in the year under review. The Secretariat
took measures to ensure transparency and accountability in the governing processes in the
country. We continued to focus on monitoring government to effectively enhance the quality of
policies that govern the country as well as set the agenda for a corruption-free country.
I would like to end by congratulating all employees and likewise all my colleague board
members for the support in the quest to fight corruption in Ghana throughout the period. Now,
our common hope for 2016 is that the nation’s governance system improves to the benefit of
everyone in this country: the enthusiasm of every individual will increase towards eliminating
corruption in our day-to-day dealings.
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1.2. Remark by the Executive Secretary
Mrs. Beauty Emefa Narteh

During the year we undertook a number of initiatives in furtherance of driving our strategic
agenda in promoting anti-corruption and good governance. As per the Ghana Anti-Corruption
Coalition (GACC) Secretariat’s work plan for 2015, programmes and activities were implemented
throughout the year. This summary report covers key programmes and activities the Secretariat
has implemented from January to December 2015.
Over the period, GACC has been contributing to ensuring that the governance system improves
tremendously as well as empowering leaders and citizens in eliminating corruption from the
system. To this end, GACC participated in a number of initiatives including supporting
programmes in collaborations with other civil society organisations. Among the activities were
GACC’s engagement with some Development Partners to solicit their support. Furthermore, with
support of some donors, GACC has been implementing a Social Accountability Project titled
“Enhancing CSOs capacity to engage MMDAs to promote transparency, accountability and
efficient service delivery at the local level” under the Open Society Initiative for West Africa
(OSIWA) project, which ended in July 2015. Likewise, the Local Governance Decentralization
Programme (LOGODEP) project, which is under the same theme as that of the OSIWA, ended in
July. The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) project implementation on GACC’s
Social Accountability Project is being implemented in eight (8) districts in three regions.
VOICE-Ghana, in partnership with Local Governance Network (LOGNet) and GACC, has been
implementing a project under the theme “Giving Disability a centre stage in Development Plans
of Local Government”. During the year, GACC partnered with the United Nations Information
Centre (UNIC) to celebrate the 13th UN Crime Congress in Ghana.
Management is determined to continue the upward trend in ensuring positive results in all our
strategic engagements and programmes. We will continue to pursue the innovations that we
have introduced in the last few years in the way of new approaches, all of which we believe give
ample reason for great optimism for a better Ghana.
I wish to express my appreciation and gratitude to the Board for their relentless efforts in
strategically driving GACC forward; to our stakeholders and donors for their support during the
year; and finally, to my committed staff, I say ‘Ayekoo’.
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2.0. REPORT FROM
THE PROGRAMMES
AND RESEARCH DEPARTMENT
GACC, with support from some donors, has
been implementing a Social Accountability
Project aimed at promoting civil society
collaboration with Metropolitan, Municipal
and District Assemblies (MMDAs) to enhance
citizens’ participation, promote transparency
and accountability as well as improve service
delivery at the local level. The following are
summaries of programmes and research that
have been implemented during the year under
review.
2.1. Enhancing CSOs Capacity to Engage
MMDAs to Promote Transparency,
Accountability and Efficient Service
Delivery at the Local Level Project
GACC, with funding support from the Open
Society Initiative for West Africa (OSIWA),
implemented a project under the theme
“Enhancing CSOs Capacity to Engage MMDAs
to Promote Transparency, Accountability and
Efficient Service Delivery at the Local Level”.
The project aimed at promoting civil society
collaboration with Metropolitan, Municipal
and District Assemblies (MMDAs) to enhance
citizens’ participation, promote transparency
and accountability as well as efficient service
delivery at the local level. Local Accountability
Networks (LANets) were formed as part of the
project implementation. The project was
implemented in eight (8) districts within the
Ashanti and Brong-Ahafo Regions. The Open
Society Initiative for West Africa (OSIWA)
Project ended in July 2015.
During the period under review, the following
activities were implemented:
* Organised peer review and learning
workshops for the LANets in the Ashanti and
Brong-Ahafo Regions. The workshops sought
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to provide platforms for the LANets to share
and learn from others in their respective
regions. The Ashanti Region workshop was
organised for LANets in Konongo-Odumase
Municipal, Ejisu-Juabeng Municipal, Kumasi
Metropolitan and Atwima Nwabiagya Districts
while the Brong-Ahafo regional one was for the
Sunyani Municipal, Berekum Municipal,
Techiman Municipal and Kintampo Districts.

The USAID/LOGODEP project is likewise under
the same theme as that of the OSIWA one
above. The project implementation ended in
July. The project was implemented in two (2)
districts in the Western Region, namely
Bibiani-Anwhiaso-Bekwai
District
and
Sefwi-Wiawso Municipality. The following
activities were carried out during the period:
• The second round of monitoring visits to the
various projects being implemented by the
District Assemblies was conducted to
ascertain the level of progress on work done by
the Assemblies.

* The Secretariat organised eight (8) interface
meetings between the LANets and the MMDAs.
The purpose of the meetings was to provide the
platform for the LANets to share findings on
the implementation of their action plans, seek
more clarifications on projects being monitored
and make
recommendations to the local authorities on
how to improve upon service delivery in the
communities. The engagements created more
avenues for the MMDAs officials to collaborate
with the LANets for development.

• A round table meeting was held to share
project activities and findings with some
national actors and solicited support and
commitment for the project.
• Key national stakeholders (PPA, NDPC, Audit
Service, District Assembly Common Fund
Secretariat, MLGRD) were engaged on specific
project issues for their support and
commitment for our advocacy work on the
project.

* Two meetings with the Regional Coordinating
Councils were organised by the Secretariat. The
meetings sought to further provide the
opportunities for the LANets to engage these
higher authorities with the findings and issues
emerging from the implementation of the
action plans. Some of the key officials engaged
included
the
Regional
Minister
and
management teams of the Councils.

• Engaged the leadership of the Western
Regional Coordinating Council on MMDA
Annual Action Plan implementation, lessons
learnt and challenges identified. Partnership
was built with the WR Coordinating Council to
improve MMDAs Annual Action Plans’
implementation.

* Finally, there were media activities that were
carried out at both the district and national
level
to
disseminate
the
project
implementation and findings.

• A roundtable meeting was organised for 20
key national actors on the project findings.

* The end of project implementation report has
been finalised.

• A national level press conference was
organised to inform the media and disseminate
project findings.
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2.2. Strengthening Citizens' Participation to Enhance Quality Service Delivery and
Development Project
With funding support from UNDP, GACC is implementing a project under the theme: “Strengthening
Citizens' Participation to Enhance Quality Service Delivery and Development” being implemented in
eight (8) districts in three regions: Ho Municipality, Hohoe Municipality, and Jasikan and Kadjebi
Districts in the Volta Region; Assin North Municipality, Agona West Municipality, and Efutu
Municipality in the Central Region; and Ada West in the Greater Accra Region. The following activities
were carried out during the period:
• Engaged local government authorities, targeted citizens and citizen groups to get their buy-in in two
new districts ( Efutu and Ada West Districts).
• Mobilised identified citizens and citizen groups to form LANets in Winneba and Sege;
• Organised orientation and review meetings for six (6) existing LANets on the current stage of the
implementation.
• Organised two capacity building workshops to train the Sege and Winneba LANets on local
government system and processes, ethics, confidentiality, communication and research methods. The
LANets were also supported to develop their action plans for implementation.
• Supported the eight (8) LANets to establish the baseline of projects to be monitored. This was done
by field trips to the communities.
• Organised monitoring visits to the eight (8) districts to ascertain the implementation status of the
action plans of the respective LANets, and provided technical support and addressed identified gaps.
• Participated in the UNDP retreat in Akosombo to plan for the year 2016.
2.3.

Accountable Democratic Institutions and Systems Strengthening (ADISS) - Project

GACC, in partnership with Ghana Integrity Initiative (as the Lead Organisation) and SEND-Ghana,
implemented a four-year USAID funded project titled, “Accountable Democratic Institutions and
Systems Strengthening” (ADISS). The purpose of the project is to renew and build upon on-going efforts
and increase the capacities of anti-corruption CSOs to motivate citizens to apply pressure to policy
makers and institutions through a number of targeted and focused actions with the aim to reduce
corruption in Ghana. The Secretariat implemented the following activities under the project:
• Formation of six (6) LANets in four (4) regions towards the implementation of the ADISS project;
• Engagement with key national stakeholders on the project implementation;
• Inception meeting organised for the key national stakeholders;
• GACC organised regional and district level engagements within GACC’s project regions and districts
(16 districts in four regions – Ashanti, Western, Central and Greater Accra Regions);
• GACC organised a Zonal Stakeholders’ Inception Meeting on 25th June, 2015 at Anita Hotel, Ejisu.
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The objective of this meeting was to gain stakeholders’ buy-in of the project, explain the specific role
of each stakeholder, and re-affirm the commitment of the various stakeholders at the regional and
district offices of the institutions;
• GACC organised sensitisation forums for citizens in 16 districts within the Western, Central, Ashanti
and Greater Accra Regions of Ghana from July to November 2015;
• GACC provided an anti-corruption training for members of LANets in 16 districts within the Western,
Central, Ashanti and Greater Accra Regions of Ghana from July to November 2015;
• GACC selected 16 Anti-Corruption Champions to spearhead the fight against corruption in the
district working in collaboration with the LANets. The Anti-Corruption Champions were selected from
16 districts within the Western, Central, Ashanti and Greater Accra Regions.
Giving Disability a Centre Stage in Development Plans of Local Government Project
VOICE-Ghana, in partnership with LOGNet and GACC, has been implementing a project under the
theme “Giving Disability a Centre Stage in Development Plans of Local Government”. The project seeks
to ensure that MMDAs mainstream key components of Article 28 of the CRPD, which is on adequate
standard of living and social protection for persons with disabilities into their development programmes
and budgets.
As part of the project implementation for the period, GACC in collaboration with Voice-Ghana and
LOGNet, organised the following activities within the period:
• A national roundtable meeting to share research findings with key national stakeholders. A petition
was also drafted to be presented to the Ministry of Local Government and Rural Development to
prompt MMDAs in the country to mainstream key components of Articles 28 of the Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities into their development plans and budgets.
• Two regional engagements with MMDAs to solicit their support in the development planning agenda
for the Persons with Disabilities (PWDs). The programmes were held in Ho and Koforidua.
• Two regional engagements with MMDAs to solicit their support in the development planning agenda
for the Persons with Disabilities (PWDs). The programmes were held in Sunyani and Kumasi.
2.4.

Business Integrity Forum

GACC organised the 6th Stakeholders Meeting by hosting Mrs. Mawuena Trebah, CEO of the Ghana
Investment Promotion Council. The meeting was under the theme “Corruption a Barrier to Investments
in Ghana – Legislations, Policies and Controls”. The meeting was chaired by Nana Osei-Bonsu, GACC’s
chair and also had a presentation from Mr. Nico Van Staalduinen of EBO Ghana.
2.5.

Civil Society Platform on IMF Bailout

GACC has actively participated in the activities of the Civil Society Platform on IMF bailout such as the
First National Forum on the Ghana-IMF Programme, CS Platform on IMF bailout; leadership meetings;
press conference as well as Second National Forum on the Ghana-IMF Programme, CS Platform on IMF
bailout.
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2.6.

The 13th UN Crime Congress

GACC partnered with the United Nations Information Centre (UNIC) to celebrate the 13th UN
Crime Congress in Ghana. A media briefing session on 13th UN Crime Congress was carried out on
18th March 2015.
A public awareness event was planned for 2nd April 2015. The event took off at the Tema Station,
Accra with the distribution of car stickers on the various UN Congress themes.
2.7.

Commemoration of International Anti-Corruption Day (IACD) 2015

The Ghana Anti-Corruption Coalition (GACC) in collaboration with the United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime (UNODC) Ghana Integrity Initiative (GII) and Citizens Movement against
Corruption (CMaC) commemorated the IACD 2015 with the following activities:
* Essay Competition for Civic Clubs of three Accra Senior High Schools, namely Accra Girls, Accra
High and Accra Academy are participating in an essay competition;
* Debate by University of Ghana Debating Club;
* Quiz (What do you know?)- Carried out live on GTV; and
* Public outreach at Mallam Atta Market, Accra New Town.
2.8.

Local Partnership Building Activities

* Participated in the UN Global Compact-Ghana Network Annual General Meeting
* Participated in the Ghana Network’s Steering Committee Meeting
* Participated in the Freedom of Information Coalition’s Annual General Meeting
* Participated in SEND-Ghana’s workshop on Ghana’s Performance on the Open Budget Tracker;
* Participated in the National Commemoration of 2015 UN International Year of Evaluation in Ghana;
* Participated in the 3rd and Final Annual Convention of all STAR-Ghana's Grant Partners;
* Participated in the National Forum on Gender Equality & Women’s Rights;
* Participated in regional dialogue with planning officers;
* Participated in Consultative OGP/OG-P Workshop;
* Participated in Joint Project Launch Titled “Making the Budget Work for Ghana”;
* Participated in a roundtable discussion on Public Financial Management “Improving Fiscal Management in
Ghana”;
* Participated in a launch of Citizens’ Assessment Report on Implementation of the Capitation Grant
Programme;
* Participated in the monitoring Post-Busan Partnership for Effective Development Co-operation
Implementation in Ghana: Progress, Challenges and Next Steps;
* Participated in a multi-stakeholder forum on Accountability Report in the Petroleum Revenue
Management Act, 815, ACEP;
* Participated in the inception meeting on the preparation of the 2014 Annual Progress Report (APR) on the
GSGDA II, 2014 -2017;
* Participated in a discussion on Civil Society in Ghana with Mr. David Reimer, Director of W/A Affairs at the
U.S State Department, US Embassy;
* Participated in a private dinner with the Right Honourable The Lord Mayor of the City of London- Alderman
Alan Yarrow;
* Participated in a Social Accountability Partners’ Meeting by UNICEF;
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* Participated in a fourth meeting on NACAP High Level
Implementation Committee (HiLIC);
* Participated in NACAP introduction of the reporting
tools to the Office of the President;
* Met with Judicial Programme Officers from US Embassy;
* Participated in International Advocacy Workshop on
Women, Land & Corruption In Ghana organised by GII;
* Participated in a two day Validation Workshop of the
Monitoring & Evaluation Plan of NACAP;
* Participate in the Five Years Oil Production in Ghana;
Opportunities & Challenges of Oil Production in Ghana
meeting organised by IEA;
* Participated in a Stakeholders' Dialogue organised by
Youth Bridge;
* Participated in the Corporate Governance Review
Dissemination Workshop organised by the Ministry of
Finance;
* Participated in the presentation of The State of the
Economy for the first half of 2015 organised by IEA;
* Participated in the Second High Level National
Conference on the NACAP, organised by CHRAJ;
* Participated in the 2015 Human Rights Day Celebration
organised by CHRAJ;
* Participated in a National Forum organised by
GSHRDC;
* Participated in a stakeholders meeting on the economic
and socio-political reform in Ghana organised by National
Crusaders Alliance (NCA);
* Participated in IMANI’S 5th public sector leadership
award (IPLSA); and
* Participated in the launch of the 2015 Africa Capacity
Report (ACR) on capacity imperatives for domestic
resource mobilisation in Africa organised by ACBF

2.9.

International Partnership Building Activities

* Sub regional meeting against corruption, Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, from 21st to 23rd May 2015
(Executive Secretary);
* CSO African Preparatory meeting for the 3rd Financing for Development Conference, Entebe,
Uganda from 7th to 8th July 2015 (Executive Secretary);
* Participated in International Seminar on Trans-National Organised Crimes & Gender, Cotonou,
Benin from 15th to 19th June 2015 organised by FONAC (Communications Officer);
* Participated in the Africa Multi stakeholder Financing Meeting, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia from 12 to
14th July 2015, Addis (Research Officer); and
* Participated in the AfDB workshop on “Technological innovations to identify and reduce
corruption – Challenges and opportunities for civil society” in Dakar, Senegal, from 14th to 15th
September (Executive Secretary).
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3.0. RESOURCE
MOBILISATION EFFORTS
The Resource Mobilisation Team (RMT) made
up of all heads of Units i.e. Programmes,
Research, Communications, Accounts and led
by the Executive Secretary during the period
under review has developed and submitted the
proposals to the following organisations:
* Commonwealth Foundation (The proposal was
not successful);

* Open Society Initiative for West Africa (OSIWA) (The proposal was not successful);
* EU - Support to initiatives to contribute to
violent free, transparent, and credible general
elections in 2016 (The proposal was not
successful);
* Ghana Centre for Democratic Development
(CDD-Ghana) - (The proposal was not
successful);
* Quality of developmental projects and service
delivery in health, education, water and sanitation
for citizens, particularly the vulnerable set –
women and PWDs at the local level in six (6)
districts in two (2) regions in Ghana by September
2018. (The proposal was not successful);
* GPSA-World Bank: The proposal seeks to improve
access and quality of services in pro poor
programmes in 24 districts in Ghana by
strengthening accountability, participation and
transparency in the Livelihood Empowerment
Against Poverty Program (LEAP) implementation by
2020 (Awaiting response);
* The Canadian High Commission (Awaiting
response);
* The Swiss Embassy (Awaiting response);
* The German Embassy (Awaiting response); and
* STAR-Ghana (Awaiting response).
GACC had also engaged some Development
Partners to solicit their support and these include
the following:
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* World Health Organization (WHO) – GACC met with Dr. Magda Robalo, WHO representative on
4th May, 2015. Dr. Robalo promised to book an appointment for GACC to make a presentation to the
donors during one of their meetings;
* Brazilian Embassy – GACC met with Ambassador Irene Vida Gala on 5th May, 2015. The
Ambassador facilitated the submission of introduction letters to three Brazilian companies for
partnership building. Yet to receive feedback from the companies;
* German Embassy – GACC met with the Deputy Head of Missions, Mr. Bernhard Abels and Head
of Development Cooperation, Dr. Nicole Maldonado Pyschny on 8th May, 2015;
* Royal Netherlands Embassy – GACC met with Caecilia Wijgers, Deputy Head of Mission; and
* Australian High Commission – GACC met with High Commissioner Joanna Adamson on 6th
August 2015. The Commission expressed interest in the BIF and are willing to introduce their
Australian Business to the Forum.
GACC is also preparing to respond to calls for proposals advertised by CDD Ghana/French Embassy
and STAR Ghana.
3.1.

GACC Management Meetings

GACC management team meetings are held every first Monday of the month including other urgent
ones as and when the need arises. These meetings are held to discuss and follow up on strategic
issues and programmes at the Secretariat.
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4.0. STAFF TRAINING / CAPACITY BUILDING
PROGRAMMES
* CICADA Consult organised an in-house staff training on professionalism and ethics;
* Secretariat staff participated in the workshop on Public Financial Management organised by
LOGODEP at Busua – (Programmes Assistant);
* GACC participated in UNCAC’s multi-stakeholder training workshop organised for CSOs and State
Actors on the United Nations Convention against Corruption and its Review Mechanism in
Addis-Ababa, Ethiopia, 17-20 February 2015 (Programmes Officer);
* GACC participated in data collection training on the USAID project baseline data collection;
* GACC organised an in-house staff training for staff on the effective use of Microsoft Excel; and
* GACC participated in a training workshop for anti-corruption officers and other allied State
Agencies, ACEP.
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5.0. CONCLUSION
Let me end by noting that I am convinced that, whatever the challenges of the next twelve months
and beyond, we have a robust organisation that is well positioned to deliver on its anti-corruption
agenda.

6.0. FINANCIAL REPORT

COLUMN 1

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
10
12

1
2

SOURCE
VOICE GHANA
STAR GHANA - GOVERNANCE CALL
STAR GHANA - HEALTH CALL
STAR GHANA - MEDIA CALL
OSIWA
UNDP
WORLD BANK
LOGODEP
USAID
OTHERS
TOTAL

EXPENDITURE
PROGRAMME COST
GENERAL & ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES
TOTAL

15

AMOUNT (GHc) PERCENTAGE (%)

2,288.00
-

0.3
0.0

124,280.00
147, 839.00
32, 581.00
364, 035.00

0.0
0.0
18.5
22.0
0.0
4.9
54.3

-

0.0

671, 023.00

100

539, 452.00
253, 812.00

68.0
32.0

793, 264.00

100

